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e Jesus promised that His Church would prevail (Matthew

16:18)
e The call of the Church was never without

persecution/problems, but it is always with the

presence/power/peace of Holy Spirit

e Steven's face showed the glory of an angel, not the anger

of a demon, Acts 6:15

1.Problems/Persecution will always be present

a.Within the Church- Friendly fire hurts more because it's
unexpected, Acts 5:3

b.Without the Church- Expect lost people to act like

darkness, Acts 5:17-18

2.Holy Spirit’s power will always be present

a.Restoration prevails through trials, Acts 5:14

b.Healing occurs through God's people, Acts 5:16

C.Protection is provided: God has the final say, Acts 5:19-

20

3.The Preparations for the Church are established

a.The message of God cannot fail, Acts 5:39

b.Suffering produces worship, Acts 5:41-42

c.The Word of God must be paramount, Acts 6:2, 4, 7

d.The people of God should serve others, Acts 6:3

e.The next generation of disciples is formed, Acts 6:8,15

Challenges:

1.1s there sin that is bringing Holy Spirit's conviction rather

than His communion?

2.1s fear of man blinding you to the faith of Jesus?
3.Do you believe that Holy Spirit wants to work through you?

4.Does suffering bring worry or worship for you?

5.How are you shaping the next generation of the Church of

Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit for the glory of the

Father?
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Read Acts 5:1-11. Phrase in your own words the story of Ananias and Sapphira. What
does it mean to lie to God? How is that different than lying to man? Note: The heart is
the center of the issue, not the tongue. Have you ever lied to God? If God is TRUTH, how

much of a lie can He be comfortable with?

God worked many mighty miracles through the apostles; read Acts 5:12-16. Why was it
important for the people to see that the power of God was upon these men? How did
it relate to their witnessing of Jesus and sharing His teaching/Word? How did these
miracles join with the significance of faith?

Read Romans 10:17. Now read Hebrews 11. Explain in your own words the power of
faith and the necessity for mighty works to be seen/witnessed.

Read Acts 5:17-42. If you had been released from prison, would you have returned to
the Temple to teach/preach or would you have run away to hide from the
authorities? Notice verse 28: you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching. They were telling
everyone about Jesus and His teachings. The Word of Jesus was penetrating Jerusalem. As you
read the culture of the early church (Acts 2:42-47), being devoted to the Apostle’s teaching was
listed first; in other words, the Words of Jesus were placed with top priority. To the point, that
the religious leaders wanted to kill the apostles (v. 33).

How important is the Word of God in your life? In your conversations? In your
teachings? The disciples claim to obey God rather than man (v. 29) was obedience to the
Word, not just convenience or conviction. Notice verse 42, And every day, in the temple and
from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.

Read Acts 6:1-7. The outreach of the Church is expanding, thus others are called to serve.
This calling of seven men is the first group of deacons. They are called to serve the needs of
the Church and community so that the apostles could devote themselves to ministering the
Word and prayer. We often like to prioritize the importance of one ministry over another, but
all are important for the Church to function.

Read Romans 12, | Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4:1-16. How has God called you to
serve in His Church? What are your gifts? Are you willing to step out of your comfort
zone into His calling to serve as His Church?
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Read Acts 6:8-15. Notice these things about Stephen, full of grace and truth; the wisdom and
the Spirit with which he was speaking; his face was like the face of an angel. Wow! That
describes a man that was filled with the Holy Spirit. How does it compare to describing
you? Which area needs the most yielding/obedience?

Those that opposed Stephen had to resort to lies and deception in order to bring any charges
against him. The enemy never plays fair, but God knows the heart. Remember what Jesus said
in Matthew 5:10-12, that we are blessed when people persecute us falsely. Stephen’s ministry
for Jesus was short-lived (spoiler alert: he dies in chapter 7), but His influence was powerful
and persuasive (the apostle Paul is affected by Stephen’s testimony). How does your
testimony impact/influence others? You don't have to be a pastor to influence the
City/state/nation/world; you just have to be obedient to Holy Spirit!



